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A SOLICITATION CURB
- AT HOMES IS VOIDED

* Justices Upset Ordinance Barring
Fund Appeals Without Proof

That Charities Get 75%

B

Special to The New York Times

' WASHINGTON, Feb. 20 — The Su.

‘Rreme Court declared unconstitutional
today a Chicago suburb’s local ordinance
bayring door-to-door solicitations b
‘chayities that cannot prove that at least
75 percent of the money they collect goes

. directly for charitable p L
- The Court ruled, 8 to 1, that the ordi.
‘nance, enacted in 1974 by the Village of
Schaurhburg, Ill., was an unconstitution-
ally braad restriction on the free-speech

- rights of the charities.

g for the majority, Associate

on R. White said, ‘‘Charitable

funds, on the street or door to
€ a variety of speech interests
—commurication of information, the dis-
‘semination @nd propagation of views and
ideas, and tH advocacy of causes — that

_ in the protection of the First
Amendment.”\ . .

e said, a government can

regulate such activity

drawn regulations that
ptly strong, subordinat-
he local government is

anly by narrowl
serve a ‘‘sufficid
ing interest’’ that
"‘entitled to protect. . o .
gument Rejected @ - -
.. The Schaumburg regulation, Justice
White concluded, was neither narrowly
drawn nor adequately\justified by the vil-
lage’s argument that i needed to
its citizens from fraudyjlent or intrusive:
* solieitation. : T
& village could

-+ » Justice: White ,s-a-i»;d-..,“ i
have de.a‘t di e

more likely ‘to employ soli
- would be a threat to public s
.are- other charitable _orgak
Householders are equally dis:
‘solicitation on behalf of orgs

satisfying the 75 percent requirernent as
they are by solicitation on behalf other
-‘organizations.” - 4 . R

4 'courts. .
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izations frequently ha
than 25 percent of thei receipts.on fund
raising. A half dozen Driefs were filed
urging the Justices to af{i

According to some of the briefs, ordi-
-nances such as Schaumberg’
“widespread, but no precise.tig

given. .

The only member of the Co

"sent from today’s ruling was As
Justice William H. Rehnquist, who s
the majority opinion “relegates any loka
government interested in regul :
door-to-door activities to the role of Sisy-
phus.” He said the Court gave “abso-
lutely no guidance” on how to indentify a
legitimate charity. .

»

- trict where the official lives or where the

: ferred to the appropriate courts.
. Blackmun, Lewis F,

- Sults Against Federal Officials

In other action today, the Court ruled
that damage suits brought against Fed-
eral officials in their individua} capaci-
ties can be filed only in the Federa] dis-

alleged damage occurred. In a ‘single
opinion covering two related cases, Staf-
ford v. Briggs, No. 77-1546, and Colby v.
Driver, No. 78-303, the Court reversed
Federal appeals court rulings that had al-
lowed such suits to be brought in any dis-
trict where any one of a group of Federal
dependants lived,
A 1962 Federal law, the Mandamus and
Venue Act, allows a “civil action”
-against a Federal official to be brought
“in any judicial district in which a de-
fendant in the action resides.” The opin-
ion by Chief Justice Warren E. Burger

held that the law does not apply to suits
*‘for money damages which must be paid
out of the pocket of the private individual
who happens to be — or formerly was —
employed by the Federa} Government.”
The Colby case is a
current or 1ormer to

lawsuit against 25

fawsuit By members of the Vietnam
Veterans Against the War who charged
former Government prosecutors with
violating their constitutional rights dur-
ing a trial in Gainesville, Fla,

Today’s opinion does not atfect the out-
come of the suits, which can now be trans-

'IheStaffordcaseisa}

Associate Justices Rehnquist, Harry A
Powell Jr. and John|
Paul Stevens joined the Chief Justice. As-
sociate Justices Potter Stewart and Wil.
, liam H. Brennan Jr. filed a dissent. Jus.
‘tice White and Associate Justice Thur.|
i 8ood Marshall did not participate in the

. ™
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